Dr Anelli (2) has described a remarkable success in a case
Compounds of cacodylic acid, As(CH3)20(0H), have recently been introduced into therapeutics as preparations of arsenic having certain advantages over the ordinarily employed medicinal compounds of that element.
There has already been accumulated a considerable body of clinical experience regarding several of them, and especially regarding the cacodylate of soda and the cacodylate of iron.
The former of these compounds has been administered in nearly all affections in which it is customary to employ the ordinary compounds of arsenic, including anaemia, leucaemia, pseudo-leucaemia, many forms of skin disease, leprosy, lymphadenitis, phthisis, bronchitis, chorea and neurasthenia.
Almost without exception, those who have made observations with cacodylates have expressed themselves in the most favourable terms in regard to their value.
In a discussion at the Society of Hospital Physicians of Paris, Dalche(i) stated that of nine cases of pulmonary tuberculosis treated with cacodylate of sodium, subcutaneously injected, three were undeniably cured ; four were greatly improved, having gained in weight and muscular strength ; two showed no results ; and two, which were very advanced cases, became worse.
Dr Anelli (2) has described a remarkable success in a case of aggravated pulmonary tuberculosis, in which, as he had failed to obtain success with subcutaneous administration, he injected *8 grain daily intravenously, and almost immediately thereafter improvement commenced, with a notable reduction in the temperature and respiratory movements; while at the end of three weeks the pulse-rate had fallen from 96 to from 80 to 85 per minute, the night sweats had sensibly diminished, the number of tubercle bacilli and staphylococci in the sputum had become greatly lessened, and elastic fibres had altogether disappeared.
Rocaz (3) Gautier, who has done important work on the chemistry of cacodylic compounds, believes that they act through the intermediary of the thyroid gland, which he has shown to be the only structure in the body where arsenic is normally present in considerable quantity. It is there united with iodine, and he affirms that the simultaneous administration of iodine increases the action of cacodylic compounds.
Cacodylate of sodium has been administered by the stomach and rectum, by subcutaneous injection, and occasionally by rectal and intravenous injection. In Case IV. Robina L., set. 15, had been ill for six months.. On the day following admission into hospital, she was treated with liquor arsenicalis, the does being between 6 and 24 minims daily (representing "048 and '168 grain of arsenium),. and this treatment was continued for thirty-two days. An improvement in the symptoms was noted on the seventh day of treatment with liquor arsenicalis, it had become very pronounced on the eleventh day, and entire recovery had been established by the twenty-third day.
In these cases mouth administration was followed.
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